[Small patients--big costs: the economic aspects of treating young children with renal failure].
Since 1985, 20 children have been followed with early onset of chronic renal failure (plasma creatinine > 120 mumol/l in first year of life). So far, 10 and 7 patients underwent peritoneal dialysis and renal transplantation, respectively. The aim of this study was to assess the overall costs. The recorded costs comprised both the direct costs of dialysis and transplantation, and the costs of all medical and psychosocial measures. The annual median costs of conservative treatment, peritoneal dialysis, the year of transplantation, and follow-up after transplantation amounted to 30,000, 93,000, 130,000 and 28,000 Swiss francs, respectively. The youngest patients caused the highest expenses. The active treatment permitted not only survival, but--in most patients--also a normal cognitive and psychosocial development.